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Karishma Chugani is a multidisciplinary artist, educator, illustrator and fashion designer. Having lived amidst di-
fferent cultures and languages, her constant transformations lead her not to shedding old skins (like the snake),
but rather to add on layers of knowledge and experience (like the turtle). Conceptually she works with the
essence of the human experience through storytelling, with popular culture, folklore, world mythologies and
ecofeminism. She is moved by the idea of “thinking with our hands” and is convinced that through making,
one can access a different kind of intuitive, creative knowledge. For this reason, in parallel to designing clothes,
illustrating books and interactive art installations, in 2014 she founded L'Ecole de Papier, a school and labora-
tory where she researches ways of accompanying artists (both children and adult) to enter the “state of play”
which is so easily accessible through artistic practices.

ART

EXHIBITIONS

“Angeles Demonias Diosas y Monstruos” Ground Floor, “Cortége” Third Floor Galeria Municipal Manolo Alés y
La Casade la Cultura, La Linea de Concepcion.

As part of the project “Un nuevo y viejo San Juan” (A New and Old San Juan) curated by the artist Juan Carlos
Bracho and funded by the City Hall of Linea de Concepcién , Karishma Chugani was invited to exhibit her interactive
art installation “Cortége” on the third floor of the municipal gallery and display part of her creative process on the
ground floor. During the exhibition, Bracho will be coordinating workshops open to all the schools and associations in
the region, generating work that will complement the exhibition and that will be showcased in a ritual procession the
night before San Juan festival as a closing ceremony and celebration of the project.

May - June 2024

Un nuevo y viejo San Juan + info

Collective exhibition including “Cortége” installation on the first floor, Estudio Dagoberto Rodriguez
Carpintero Madrid.

A showcase presentation of “Una idea de Paisaje Duplicado” (A Duplicated Idea of a Landscape) and “Un Nuevo y
Viejo San Juan” (A New and Old San Juan), the ongoing projects curated by Juan Carlos Bracho in his natal city, La
Linea de Concepcion were displayed in the studio of the Cuban artist Dagoberto Rodriguez for two weeks as a way
to share awareness of the work and all of the artists and collectives involved and announce future projects: “Cortége”
and “Angeles Demonias Diosas y Monstruos”.

April 2024

Una idea de paisaje + info

“Cortége” installation La CALA, Chodes.

First showing of the installation of the 40 paper cuts, suspended on tree branches and activated by torches given to
the spectators as an invitation to co-create shadow-play. Music created by Teatro Bobé.

November 2022 - April 2023
Cortege in La CALA

Edith Artist Book & Fanzine Collective exhibition, KiinstlerHaus Miinich.

A large selection of books opened a dialogue for reflections about what makes an artist's book. To Night and Back
and Songs of the Jungle were included.

November 2021 - January 2022

Exhibition

This Body is Human - Este cuerpo es humano, La CALA, Chodes.

Solo exhibition of the artist book and the B-series of x ray illuminated images.
April - June 2018

Exibition La CALA


https://juancarlosbracho.com/proyectos/una-idea-de-paisaje/
https://juancarlosbracho.com/proyectos/una-idea-de-paisaje/
https://lacala.es/historico/cortege-karishma-chugani/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CY4fo7foNyJ/?img_index=1
https://lacala.es/historico/este-cuerpo-humano-exposicion/

“Retablo, retablo, kavaad, arbol” (Altar, altar, kavaad, tree), La CALA, Chodes.
Collective Storytelling object exhibition.
November 2014 - February 2015

La CALA. Retablo, retablo, kavaad, arbol

Nani’s visits: the exhibition, Panta Rhei Madrid.

An exhibition celebrating the book Las visitas de Nani, which displayed the seven year creative process of research
and bookmaking. Continuing the idea of the mural-map which began during her artist residence three years earlier,
Karishma appropriated the entire space to make a visual journey of her family history, the exile of Sindhi’s hindu com-
munity and her own storytelling.

February - March 2019

Karishma Chugani. Nani’s visits: the exibition

To Night and back, Panta Rhei Madrid.
A display of paper-theaters and storytelling objects to accompany the publication of the artist book.

January-February 2016

Karishma Chugani. Tonight and back artist boxes

ARTIST’S RESIDENCIES

“Ensayar el Ensayo” (Rehearsing the essay) Cortége, La CALA de Chodes, Zaragoza.

Investigating the source of free expression and the search for an artistic voice, held in part through correspondence
and through 2 week long residencies.

Spring & Autumn 2021

La Cala. Cortége histérico

Artist’s Book residence Kunstlerhaus Miinich.
A four-day residency program with Raguel Ro to celebrate the Edith artist book exhibition.
Winter 2021

Instagram

Las visitas de Nani Artist Residence, La CALA de Chodes, Zaragoza.

A 9 day residency program to structure the storytelling and ancestral narrative linked to the book project.
February 2016

La Cala. Karishma Chugani histérico

Video

FESTIVALS, EVENTS & TALKS

Fixing the Future Festival, CCCB, Barcelona.

Live paper cutting workshop station at the festival to showcase the collaboration with Earth Logic.
October 2022

fixingthefuture.atlasofthefuture.org

Round Table at the EDITH Artist Book Festival, KiinstlerHaus, Munich.

A conversation with the collectors Reinhard Griiner and Hubert Kretschmer, moderated by Raquel Ro and Dominik
Wendland.

January 2022

Youtube

FlLustra, International Literature Festival Guadalajara.

Invited author to present Las visitas de Nani, participate in a round table with other illustrators to discuss origins and
exile, and teach workshops about storytelling and shadow play.

November 2019

Filguadalajara


https://lacala.es/historico/retablo-retablo-kavaad-arbol/
https://karishmachugani.com/work/nanis-visits-the-exhibition/
https://karishmachugani.com/work/to-night-and-back-artist-boxes/
https://lacala.es/historico/cortege/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CY9aCNkI9UT/?hl=en&img_index=1
https://lacala.es/historico/karishma-chugani-nankani/
https://vimeo.com/225433659
https://fixingthefuture.atlasofthefuture.org/en/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DQO_sA19CmY
https://api.flickr.com/photos/filguadalajara/albums/72157712108582333/with/49153671088

Celebration of family trees & histories, IBBY Mexico.

A celebratory event to present Las Visitas de Nani which included a temporal exhibition and the creation of a collecti-
ve intertwined family tree with all participants.
December 2019

Ibby-worldwide.mexico

ARTIST BOOKS & OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Earth Logic Gardening Principles Paper Cut.

These pieces were used to illustrate Earth Logic: A practical guide to growing ecological, social, cultural and econo-
mic change. Written by Kate Fletcher (PhD) & Mathilda Tham (PhD).

August 2022
Earthlogic.info

Free book download

This Body is Human: mixed media artist book.

Collage, water color illumination and embroidery artist’s book on a hand-made concertina Japanese rice paper
calligraphy sketchbook. The images of the artist book were published in a small edition to accompany the text Este
cuerpo es humano/ This Body is Human by Grassa Toro. Translation to English Claudio Cambon, Biblioteca la CALA.
December 2017

La Cala. Este Cuerpo es Humano histérico

Songs of the Jungle.

Limited edition concertina artist's book silk-screened on vellum. Poems by Rudyard Kipling included in the fold-out
poster accompanying the images. Published by L'Ecole de Papier and TintaEntera.
November 2019

Karishmachugani. Songs of the Jungle

To Night and Back - Mece la noche.

Hand-cut theater book, inked with Kalamkari style drawings. A small edition of 700 signed copies was published by
L'Ecole de Papier, 2015. Poem by Sandhya Nankani. Translated to Spanish by Ellen Duthie.

January 2013 - December 2015

Karishmachugani. To Night and Back

ILLUSTRATED BOOKS

Las visitas de Nani.
A visual journey through the author’s family history, illuminated with miniature style drawings.

Published by Ediciones Ekaré.

November 2018
Book

Articles

Leyendas del Rin.
Text by Victor Hugo. Published by Gadir.

Karishmachugani. Leyendas del Rin

Raconte-Moi Chqara et la musique andalouse.
Text by Mohamed Benlamlih. Published by Yanbow Al Kitab.
September 2011

Karishmachugani. Racconte Moi Chqara

Los artistas del hambre. Narraciones de la bohemia madrilefa.

Texts by various authors. Published by Libros de la Ballena, UAM Madrid.
May 2011


https://www.ibby.org/ibby-worldwide/national-sections/mexico
https://earthlogic.info/
https://earthlogic.info/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Earth-Logic-Gardening.pdf
https://lacala.es/historico/este-cuerpo-humano/
https://karishmachugani.com/work/songs-of-the-jungle/
https://karishmachugani.com/work/to-night-and-back-theatre-book/
https://karishmachugani.com/work/las-visitas-de-nani/
https://edicionesekare.blogspot.com/search?q=karishma
https://karishmachugani.com/work/leyendas-del-rin/
https://karishmachugani.com/work/racconte-moi-chqara/

L'ECOLE DE PAPIER: CREATIVE LABORATORY

ANNUAL & ONGOING PROGRAMS

State of Play: Artist accompaniment course First edition.

Annual course designed to accompany artists in developing a personal project from the seedling phase to flourish-
ment. Designed as a safe incubation period, through the year the participants are nourished with tools, invitations to
play and investigate their own habits so that they may create a healthy, sustainable and joyful regular artistic practice.
Summer 2023 - Autumn 2024

Individual artist mentoring.

A personalized program to accompany artists towards finding a sustainable and pleasurable practice. Through mind
mapping.
March 2022 - Present

Prado Museum “Marcos de Mira” (Frames of Seeing) program.

A social and educative action project whose objective is to open a space for an artistic dialogue with communities in
precarious living conditions. Observing selected works during aesthetic walks through the Museum, the participants
look for symbols and icons that they identify with. Through simple paper cutting games, they then draw and paper
cut a symbol to capture the experience of the workshop and the inner artistic dialogue it initiated within. These
symbols are hung on a collective “tree of life” and activated with shadow play as an invitation to share a few words in
storytelling format with the rest of the group.

October 2023 - May 2024

Museo del Prado. Marcos de Mira

Video

Prado Museum “La arquitectura de la Memoria” (The Architecture of Memory).

Three week creative method inside a sketchbook program, designed especially for the “Futuro en el Pasado” (Future
in the Past) Exhibition of Fernando Zobél's work at the Prado Museum, Madrid.
November 2022 & February 2023

Museo del Prado. La arquitectura de la memoria. Educators

Museo del Prado. La arquitectura de la memoria. Intergenerational creatives

MONOGRAPHIC WORKSHOPS

“Perder el miedo a tu instinto/Extinto” (Losing Fear of your Instinct/Extinto) at Estudio Ductus, Zaragoza.
An intense day course offering the creative sketchbook method developed by L'Ecole de Papier inside the limited
edition Extinto sketchbook co-created with Ductus bookbinders.

May 2023

“De Paper Cut a Fotolito” (From Paper Cut to Photo-Lit) with Natalia Royo at TintaEntera Screenprinting
Studio, Zaragoza.

A collaborative 2-day workshop designed to experience two artisanal processes (paper cutting and screenprinting)
all while creative a collective limited-edition bestiary.
December 2022 & April 2023

Tintaentera. De Paper Cut a Fotolito

“El libro de artista” The artist’s book.

A 2-day workshop as an invitation to delve into the artist's book format by intervening in a concertina sketchbook
April 2018. January 2021. May 2022

La Cala. Libro de Artista

KunstlerHaus Miinich

Bar Futura, Madrid


 https://www.museodelprado.es/recurso/marcos-de-mira-2023---2024-simbologia-e/4444608e-23d3-dfab-aa4c-8557cc03224c
https://youtu.be/fa5uxUrblZg
https://www.museodelprado.es/recurso/arquitectura-de-la-memoria-construyendo-lenguajes/fa529e2c-caa3-4f52-1cd4-653b901bdab4
https://www.museodelprado.es/recurso/arquitectura-de-la-memoria-construyendo-lenguajes/452dd9be-5383-47aa-9349-c1ec358b733c
 https://www.tintaentera.com/taller-paper-cut-2/#more-8825
https://lacala.es/historico/libro-de-artista/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CZCYSGWom8j/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/stories/highlights/17934186338157033/

Paper Theatre and Storytelling object workshops for children.

Espacio Abierto, Madrid. January - June 2022

Monthly workshops Institut Frangais, Madrid. February 2014 - November 2016

Reading week workshops for grades 1-6, Saint George's International School, Luxembourg. February 2016
Reading week workshops for grades 6-12, Casablanca American School, Casablanca. February 2015

Seasonal workshops for children, Libreria Gil Santander. December 2014 - April 2022

L'ecole de papier. Talleres

Creative Process workshops for adults.

Panta Rhei Madrid: A world inside your sketchbook, three week intensive course for developing a project and a crea-
tive process. First and second edition.

October & November 2019

L'ecole de papier. Un mundo dentro de un cuaderno

Panta Rhei Madrid: A sketchbook in the world, three week intensive course for extracting the project from the sketch-
book.

January 2020

ONLINE COURSES

DOMESTIKA

Paper Cutting Techniques for Storytelling.

December 2020

Domestika. Paper Cutting Techniques for Storytelling

Inside a Creative Notebook: Explore Your Illustration Process.
May 2021

Domestika. Inside a Creative Notebook

Paper Playground: Create a Papercut Picturebook.

June 2021
Domestika. Paper Plyground

SHUFFLE

Unlock your Creativity with Mind Mapping. Shuffle Artist Platform.
February 2022

Shuffle. Unlock your creativity with mind mapping


https://lecoledepapier.com/talleres-papel/
https://lecoledepapier.com/talleres/un-mundo-dentro-de-un-cuaderno/
https://www.domestika.org/en/courses/2175-inside-a-creative-notebook-explore-your-illustration-process/course
https://www.domestika.org/en/courses/2479-paper-playground-create-a-papercut-picturebook/course
https://shuffle.do/projects/unlock-your-creativity-with-mind-mapping-14e87577-79c7-4169-aa06-19478e2c000f


FASHION, CONSULTANCY, DESIGN & ILLUSTRATION

Fashion designer at Kiron & Krisna S.A., Casablanca, Morocco.
22 years working as head fashion designer in the family’s textile industry, first as in-house knitwear designer, then as
founding designer for Lee Cooper Jeans Morocco women, men and children’s collections and freelance consultant

for Keito Morocco. Previous design work include work placements at Kenzo Jungle, Paris (September - December
1999), Liberty, London (May 2000), Timney Fowler, London. (June - August 2000).

November 2002 - Present
Kiron
Leecooper

Keito

Freelance Design & lllustration Work.

This includes a range of window-design concepts and installations in businesses such as MH-Editions, Paris (Decem-
ber 2017) & Jamini, Paris (December 2016). Poster and packaging illustrations include clients such as: Valladolid Book
Fair (May 2023), Le Chocolat des Frangais x Instagram (March 2018) & Wonderland Kid's Toy Concept Store, Casablan-
ca (May 2017).

November 2009 - Present

Mh-Editions

Jaminidesign. Karishma Chugani

Feria del Libro de Valladolid

Le Parisien. Du chocolat body- positif

Consultant for Body Image Issues.

Founding member of the AnyBody feminist-activist group run by Dr. Susie Orbach.

February 2001 - November 2002

Anybodyuk.org

Member of the Self-Esteem Fund Advisory Board which was created in parallel to the Campaign for Real Beauty and
head speaker at the Campaign’s Arabia Launch in Dubai, 2006.

March 2004 - April 2008

Womensderm. Activity guide Mothers


https://www.kiron.ma/kiron-the-factory/?lang=en
https://leecooper.ma/
https://keito.ma/
https://www.mh-editions.fr/decoupe-laser/decorations-de-vitrines-en-papier-decoupe/
https://www.jaminidesign.com/fr/blog/karishma-une-artiste-aux-doigts-de-fee-b30.html
https://www.jaminidesign.com/fr/blog/karishma-une-artiste-aux-doigts-de-fee-b30.html
https://www.jaminidesign.com/fr/blog/karishma-une-artiste-aux-doigts-de-fee-b30.html
https://anybodyuk.org/about/
https://www.womensderm.org/resource/resmgr/DOC2/FINAL_Activity_guide_Mothers.pdf

COLLECTIVES

Member of Shuffle, International online platform for artists.

Since October 2020
Shuffle.do/@KarishmaChugani

Member of IAPMA, International online platform for artists.

Since July 2023
IAPMA

EDUCATION

The Hidden Library with Shirin Shalehi, Center for Book Arts, NY.

March - April 2024
Center for book arts. The hidden library

Masters in Graphic Novels, Billar de Letras, Madrid.
January - June 2019

Billar de letras. Novela grafica y comic

Intensive Course in Pop-Up Techniques and Paper Engineering, Cesan, Paris.
January - May 2018

Cesan

Masters in lllustrated Picture Books, Escuela | con i, Matadero, Madrid.
January . December 2012

Revista babar.

Masters in Publishing, Universidad Auténoma, Madrid.

October 2010 - June 2011
UAM. Masters in Publishing.

MFA Design Futures, Goldsmiths College.
September 2001 - September 2002

Studyinuk. Global courses

BA Fashion Design with Printing, Central Saint Martins College of Art & Design.
October 1997 - June 2001

Central Saint Martins. Fashion Design Print

Foundation Course in Art & Design, Central Saint Martins College of Art & Design.
Autumn 1996 - Spring 1997

Central Saint Martins. Foundation

LANGUAGES
Fluent: English, French, Spanish
Spoken: Darija, Sindhi, Hindi


https://shuffle.do/@KarishmaChugani
https://www.iapma.info/
https://centerforbookarts.org/classes/online/the-hidden-library-4
https://billardeletras.com/talleres-online/curso-de-novela-grafica-y-comic
https://www.cesan.fr/
https://revistababar.com/wp/master-en-album-infantil-ilustrado/
https://www.uam.es/FyL/Master-Edicion-Taller-de-libros/1446769772842.htm
https://www.studyinuk.global/courses/design-futures-ma-1
https://www.arts.ac.uk/subjects/fashion-design/undergraduate/ba-hons-fashion-design-print-csm
https://www.arts.ac.uk/colleges/central-saint-martins/courses/foundation-pre-degree

